SPECT with In-111 autologous platelets to detect residual splenic tissue in two patients with relapsed thrombocytopenia.
In two patients with relapsed thrombocytopenia, the authors used SPECT with In-111 labeled autologous platelets to identify residual splenic tissue after splenectomy. One case involved a previously splenectomized patient with idiopathic portal hypertension, while the other had relapsed chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP). In both patients, SPECT showed a higher In-111 uptake in the splenic tissues compared with planar images. In the patient with ITP, a small accessory spleen had been overlooked on abdominal CT because of post-operative changes, but it was identified by superimposition of SPECT/CT images. These cases indicate that In-111 platelet SPECT is useful in detecting and localizing residual accessory splenic tissue associated with relapsed thrombocytopenia.